
 
 

Independent Living Mass Lobby 
 2pm 17 th October, Westminster Hall, House of 

Commons  
  

Getting to Parliament  

By Underground and Rail Services   
 

Westminster Underground Station is fully 
wheelchair accessible and served by the District, 
Circle, and Jubilee lines.  Victoria, Charing Cross 
and Waterloo mainline railway stations are within 
a 30 minute walk of Parliament. You can also get 
buses from those stations to Parliament.   

 
By Bus 

 
Buses: 3, 11, 12, 24, 53, 77A, 88, 109, 159 & 211 
all stop nearby. All buses in London are now 
wheelchair accessible. 

 

By Car 
 

There are disabled parking spaces nearby in Great 
Peter Street, Smith Square, and by Methodist 
Central Hall on Matthew Parker Street.  

 

Walking  
Westminster and Waterloo bridges are wheelchair 
accessible, as are the Golden Jubilee pedestrian 
bridges (the old Hungerford foot bridge) connecting 
the South Bank with the Victoria Embankment (lift 
service). 
 



 
Directions to Westminster Hall 
 

        
 
    

   St Stephen’s: Main entrance to Westminster Hall.  This is not an 
accessible entrance.  Just let us know if you need to use an 

accessible entrance which is Carriage Gates   
    

Security:  You will be directed through a search point and your bags 
will be scanned.    

Please let us know if you have any assistance requirements – 
including communication support.   

 
Please contact Beth Capper if you have any question s:  
Beth.capper@radar.org.uk  
Phone: 020 7566 0126  
Fax:     0870 141 0337  
 
 
 
 
 
 



What you can do  
 

·  Let us know if you are coming to the lobby: contact Beth Capper on 
beth.capper@radar.org.uk / 020 7566 0126 

 
·  Let your MP know if you are coming to the lobby (see draft letter at the 

back of this pack) and ask them to support the campaign 
 

·  Encourage others in your area to come to the lobby.  If you are a member 
of an organization brief them on the Independent Living campaign.  This is 
important for a number of groups including: disabled people, older people, 
carers, women, children and black and ethnic minority communities.     

 
·  Sign a postcard addressed to Prime Minister Gordon Brown calling for his 

support of the Independent Living campaign 
 

·  Let us know your experiences of the need for the right to independent living 
 

·  Write to, or meet, your local Councillors to tell them how local issues are 
being affected by the problems of the social care system today.  Ask them 
to support the bill and encourage them to begin to implement it voluntarily.  
We will be providing more information on lobbying your local authority as 
they set their budgets for the next financial year.    

 
·  Become a member of the Our Lives Our Choices coalition.  You can join 

the coalition for free using the online form on the National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL) website or call them directly on 0207 587 1663. 

 
Our Lives Our Choices Campaign Statement 
 
We ask everyone who supports the campaign to agree to support this statement:   

“The Our Lives, Our Choices campaign supports the vision of a more equal 
and inclusive society, where every citizen has the opportunity to fully investigate 
and discover their full potential and the means to achieve full and equal 
participation in their families, communities and society in general. This campaign 
recognises that the Disabled Persons (Independent Living) Bill puts in place an 
essential raft of new legislation, which will contribute significantly to achieving 
these objectives. This campaign therefore commits itself to supporting and 
promoting the passing of the Bill in to legislation and its full implementation. “ 
 

 
 
What is the campaign all about?   
 
Our lives, Our choices  is the campaign for rights to - and investment in - 
independent living.   
 
We want to show the Government that the current health and social care system 
cannot deliver and leads to dependency, poverty, and exclusion.   
 
There needs to be radical reform so that:  



·  Disabled people of all ages and backgrounds can take control of their own 
lives, live with dignity, and participate fully in society as equal citizens.  

·  Families and friends of disabled people are not forced into poverty and lack 
of opportunities by the inadequacies of the current system.  

·  All of us can enjoy security now and in the future without worrying that our 
independence will be lost 

·  To create a sustainable adult social care system. 
 

We should all be able to rely on minimum levels of state support through disability, 
illness or old age to live the lives we want to lead.  We should all have the rights 
and freedom to participate in all areas of society.     
 
 
What does Independent Living mean?  
 
Independent living means ensuring that disabled people of all ages have the 
same freedom, choice, dignity and control as other citizens at home, at work, and 
in the community.  It does not have to mean living by yourself, doing everything 
for yourself.  It means rights to practical assistance and support to participate in 
society and to live an ordinary life.   
  
 
What’s wrong with the current system?   
 
Britain’s adult social care system is in crisis. All major providers and users agree 
change is necessary. Disabled people have very few rights to services that would 
guarantee assistance to enable independent living. What minimum rights there 
are do not guarantee very much more than being washed and fed. Current 
legislation does not deliver assistance to participate in leisure activities, work, 
relationships, or to look after children/other family members.   
 
Support for disabled people is highly fragmented resulting in undue bureaucracy, 
stress in arranging support, unmet needs and chronic waste of resources spent 
on assessment and delivery. 
 

·  There are significant inconsistencies in local authority provision, resulting in 
a ‘postcode lottery’ of provision and millions of people with unmet needs. 

 
·  There are no rights to portable support. If you move to a different part of 

the country for work or other reason, you must restart the process and 
negotiate a new care package from scratch in an authority using different 
criteria for accessing services.  

 
·  Age discrimination is rife in care services. People aged over 65 are even 

less entitled to services. 
 

·  The needs of black and minority ethnic people have often been neglected 
or marginalized in the provision of social care services  

 



·  There are no positive rights to enable people to choose where they live or 
who with.  Disabled people can be left with no choice but to live in 
institutional care against their wishes  

 
·  There is very limited legal entitlement to advocacy, and no right to 

communication support and equipment 
 

·  People with mental health problems have no right to assessment or 
treatment/support for their mental health needs. A high proportion of mental 
health service users are (unlawfully) denied an assessment for social care 
services unless they reach a high initial threshold of serious mental ill 
health 

 
·  Too many disabled people face barriers to accessing direct payments and 

there are too many restrictions on how they can be used 
 

·  Enforcement of existing entitlements is incredibly difficult – complaints 
procedures do not offer speedy redress and people may be left struggling 
to negotiate an inaccessible legal system with inadequate support 

 
Evidence of a failing system:  
 

·  77% of families with severely disabled children report unmet needs for 
community equipment and help with eating, going to the toilet and sleeping  

·  7 out of 10 disabled people only get support if their needs are ‘critical or 
‘substantial’. This will result in further cuts to support services for many 
more disabled people  

·  Over 175,000 children and young people are left to provide daily care and 
support for disabled parents because of inadequate support for disabled 
parents 

·  50 per cent of parents with learning disabilities have their children taken 
away from them 

 
·  1.4 million disabled people in England require adaptations to their homes.  

329,000, are living in housing unsuitable for their needs.   
 

·  Half the people with long-term conditions are not aware of support or 
treatment options available to them. They do not have a clear plan that lays 
out what they can do for themselves to allow them to manage their 
condition better.  

 
·  Over 1.25 million people, predominantly women, provide over 50 hours a 

week of unpaid care – reducing their employment opportunities and 
heightening the risk of poverty in retirement.  

 
 
 
 
 



What can be done?  
 
Lord Ashley introduced the ‘Independent Living Bill’ in Parliament last year.  It has 
passed through the House of Lords and is now being taken through the House of 
Commons by Roger Berry MP.   
 
The Independent Living Bill sets out a legislative framework to address the current 
flaws in the system.  It would create a system that is fit for the future, one we can 
all rely on.  We are campaigning for the Bill to be enacted within the lifetime of this 
Parliament and for Government to invest in all our futures. 
  
On 19th October, two days after the mass lobby, the Independent Living Bill is due 
to have its second reading – where it is discussed by MPs.  Unfortunately the bill 
is 26th on the list for that day which means that it probably won’t get any time 
given to it.  If this happens then the Bill will fail in the House of Commons.   
 
We want to see the bill re-introduced in the House of Commons as a private 
member’s bill.  Ask your MP whether they will support it.   
 
Key details of the Independent Living Bill  
 

·  New legislative framework for independent living rooted in the principles of 
freedom, dignity, choice and control. 

 
·  Pooled funding for social care, housing support, employment support, 

and health services, to be accessed by a single assessment (in contrast to 
the current fragmented, wasteful system)  

 
·  The right of self-determination for disabled people with support in 

expressing their requirements and managing their lives.  
 

·  An inclusive definition of disability to reform the out-of-date definition 
currently used in community care law.  

 
·  Minimum outcomes to guide decisions about support packages – in order 

to eliminate post-code lotteries.  Current services often only extend to “life 
and limb” support. 

 
·  Rights to ‘portable support’ would ensure that disabled people are free to 

move around the country without fear of losing their support package 
 

·  Safeguards to protects the rights of carers and families of disabled people 
 

·  Rights to independent advocacy and communication support 
 

·  Rights to information, advice and assistance 
 

·  Every new house to be built according to the Lifetime Homes Standard 
 
 



The Office for Disability Issues, and the Disability Rights Commission, have both 
produced evidence to show that there is a strong economic case for giving a right 
to Independent Living.  Investment at the start will be needed to make these 
changes happen but the Exchequer will benefit from big savings in terms of 
reduced benefits bills, higher employment rates and better health outcomes for all. 
 
For more information on the bill, please contact Beth Capper on 
beth.capper@radar.org.uk or 020 7566 0126 
 
 
Why a Mass Lobby?  
 
A mass lobby is the opportunity to join with others to ask your MP to support the 
right to Independent Living.  By coming together to Parliament to talk to our MPs 
about our own experiences, and of the need for a right to independent living, we 
will show our MPs, and the Government, that they need to pay attention.   
 
We need to put pressure on the Government to prioritise Independent Living in 
their future agenda.   
 
We also want all opposition parties to take this issue seriously.   
 
There will be a general election soon and we want to see every political party 
recognise the critical need to change the social care system.   
 
We want to be able to rely on support from the state, that is not one size fits all, 
through disability, old age or illness when we need it to maintain our 
independence, take part and contribute to society in whatever way we can free 
from the worry about how we will manage or pay for it all.   
 
We all need support at some point in our lives - or our partner, our mum or our 
children or best friend will.   Currently we're paying for a system that wastes 
resources and human potential, and often fails to respect freedom and dignity.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Draft letter to send to your MP  
 
Your name 
Your Address 
 
 
MP name 
House of Commons  
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
 
Date 
 
 
Dear …. 
 

Afternoon of 17th October 2007 - National Lobby of Parliament in support of the 
Disabled Persons (Independent Living) Bill  

 
I will be attending the above event to demonstrate my support for the Independent 
Living Bill.  As one of your constituents, I would be grateful for the opportunity to 
meet with you to discuss in person why independent living is such an important 
issue.   
 
The Disabled Persons’ (Independent Living) Bill was introduced to the Parliament 
by Lord Ashley and sponsored in the Commons by Roger Berry MP. 
 
If passed it would mean that disabled people of all ages and backgrounds could 
take control of their own lives, live with dignity, and participate fully in society; 
disabled people and their family, friends and carers would not be forced into 
poverty and experience a lack of opportunities by the inadequacies of the current 
system, instead we could enjoy security now and in the future knowing that we 
have a right to independent living. 
 
I look forward to meeting you on the day and explaining to you the impact that 
living without an entitlement to independent living has on my day to day life, as 
well as the impacts on those closest to me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 


